
TWO WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9 AND 11:15 AM 

Beauty and the Eye of the Beholder;  
Rev. Chris Buice 
The Greek philosophers spoke of "beauty, truth and love" as 
the supreme ideals worthy of our homage and striving. The 
Navajo teach that every day we walk in beauty, but do we 
act like it? Do our eyes see or our ears hear? This Sunday 
we will reflect on the sacred dimensions of beauty. Have 
you ever looked at a work of art that you thought was beau-
tiful and someone else found ugly? If so, you will appreciate 
these meditations on beauty and the eye of the beholder. 

SUNDAY DIALOGUE AT 10:05 AM 

Racial Healing Project  
Come join us to hear about the Racial Healing Project of 
Highlander Research & Education Center. Community Proc-
ess Leader (CPL) Angelina Carpenter (our pastoral care in-
tern) will be joined by Project Director Ron Davis to present 
this current work on racism in East Tennessee and other ar-
eas of the South. The CPLs have been leading Story Circles 
in Knoxville and Anderson County to cre-
ate a safe space for meaningful multiracial 
and inter-generational dialogue about past 
and present experiences of racial injustice. 
The overarching goal of the project is to 
gain insight to help promote healing, rec-
onciliation, and policy change. The 
themes of the Story Circles include 
“Recall & Remember,” “Record & Re-
flect,” and “Repair & Recommend.” In 
addition to the Story Circles, individual 
interviews, including one of the Clinton 
12, are also providing insight to this inter-
esting and meaningful work. This Dia-
logue should move us beyond Black His-
tory to the work we need to do today. 

TWO WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9 AND 11:15 AM 

One Fabric, Many Threads;  
Rev. Chris Buice 
In 1776 Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Inde-
pendence; in 2012 perhaps what we need most is a Decla-
ration of Interdependence. In the Unitarian Universalist 
church we covenant together to affirm and promote the 
interdependent web of existence of which we are a part. 
“We did not weave the web of life,” reads a letter attrib-
uted to Chief Seattle. “We are merely a strand in it.” This 
Sunday we will reflect on the spirituality that can inform 
a depending awareness of our growing interdependence 
on each other and the earth. This Sunday also marks the 
beginning of our annual pledge-drive campaign. 

SUNDAY DIALOGUE AT 10:05 AM 

The Curved Path to Unitarian  
Universalism  
This Dialogue will begin with presentation of Duncan 
Teague's meander through faith, poetry, and philosophy, 

which led him to be where he is now, here 
at TVUUC. He is our ministerial intern, 
who has been in other times of his life 
National Missionary Baptist, Existential-
ist, questioning, and affiliated with the 
Roman Catholic (Sisters of Charity and 
Benedictines), American Baptist, the Lu-
theran Church Missouri Synod, Funda-
mentalist Christian, and something called 
Gay Spirit Visions' community. Duncan is 
looking forward to the adventure of edit-
ing this story to fit into the 30 minutes he 
is allotted, so that he can answer ques-
tions and dialogue with us. 

FEBRUARY  19, 2012     FEBRUARY  26, 2012 

TENNESSEE VALLEY UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

FEBRUARY  14, 2012 
V OLUME  58, N UMBER  4 

2931 K INGSTON  PIKE  
K NOXVILLE , TN 37919 

(865) 523-4176 
WWW .TVUUC .ORG  

TVUUC N EWS  

The mission of Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universal ist Church is to create a  
welcoming community that nurtures spiritual growth and challenges us to transform the 

world through acts of love and justice. 

Duncan 
Teague 
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FFFFEBRUARYEBRUARYEBRUARYEBRUARY, 2012, 2012, 2012, 2012    
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     14141414    
Conversations with Conversations with Conversations with Conversations with 
God, 7 God, 7 God, 7 God, 7 PMPMPMPM    

PFLAG, PFLAG, PFLAG, PFLAG, 7 7 7 7 PMPMPMPM    

15151515    
FISH, 11 FISH, 11 FISH, 11 FISH, 11 AMAMAMAM    

Fellowship Meal, 6 Fellowship Meal, 6 Fellowship Meal, 6 Fellowship Meal, 6 
PMPMPMPM    

Environmental 
Concerns, 6:30 PM 

Young Religious 
UUs, 6:30 PM 

Spiritual Parenting, 
6:30 PM 

Journeys to 
Membership, 6:45 PM 

Skills for Spiritual 
Care, 7 PM 

Choir, 7:15 PM 

16161616    
Gentle Yoga, 
NOON  

VMC Cooking, 2 
PM 

17171717    
    

18181818    
Spectrum, 5 
PM 

19191919    
Early Worship, 9 Early Worship, 9 Early Worship, 9 Early Worship, 9 AMAMAMAM    

Personal Beliefs and 
Commitments, 10 AM 

A Course in Miracles., 10 AM 

Sunday Dialogue, 10:05 AM 

Worship, Worship, Worship, Worship, 11:15 11:15 11:15 11:15 AMAMAMAM    

UU Conversations, 12:15 PM 

All Church Potluck, 12:30 All Church Potluck, 12:30 All Church Potluck, 12:30 All Church Potluck, 12:30 PMPMPMPM    

Program Council, 1 PM 

Non-Violence, 1:15 PM 

Staying Present, 1:30 PM 

Board, 3 PM 

Centering Prayer, 5 PM 

Jr. High OWL, 5:30 PM 

20202020    
Open for Open for Open for Open for 
President’s DayPresident’s DayPresident’s DayPresident’s Day    

Sweet Potato Pie, 
3:30 PM 

Gentle Yoga, 5:30 
PM 

 

21212121    
Governance Task 
Force, 5:30 PM 

Conversations with 
God, 7 PM 

22222222    
Staff Meeting, 2 PM 

Security Committee, 
5:30 PM 

Potluck, 6 Potluck, 6 Potluck, 6 Potluck, 6 PMPMPMPM    

Spiritual Parenting, 
6:30 PM 

Young Religious 
UUs, 6:30 PM 

Skills for Spiritual 
Care, 7 PM 

Choir, 7:15 PM 

23232323    
Gentle Yoga, 
NOON  

Food Prep, 4 PM 

Financial Peace, 
6:45 PM 

24242424    
Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter 
DeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadline    

 

25252525    
Sustainability Sustainability Sustainability Sustainability 
WorkshopWorkshopWorkshopWorkshop, , , , 
10 10 10 10 AMAMAMAM    

Kontras Kontras Kontras Kontras 
Concert, Concert, Concert, Concert, 7 7 7 7 
PMPMPMPM    

26262626    
Early Worship, 9 Early Worship, 9 Early Worship, 9 Early Worship, 9 AMAMAMAM    

A Course in Miracles., 10 AM 

Personal Beliefs and 
Commitments, 10 AM 

Sunday Dialogue, 10:05 AM 

Joyful Noise, 10:15 AM 

Worship, Worship, Worship, Worship, 11:15 11:15 11:15 11:15 AMAMAMAM    

UU Conversations, 12:15 PM 

SGM Workshop, 1 PM 

Non-Violence, 1:30 PM 

Centering Prayer, 5 PM 

Jr. High OWL, 5:30 PM 

27272727    
Sweet Potato Pie, 
3:30 PM 

Gentle Yoga, 5:30 
PM 

28282828    
Conversations with 
God, 7 PM 

PFLAG, 7 PM 

29292929    
Ribbon Cutting, 10 Ribbon Cutting, 10 Ribbon Cutting, 10 Ribbon Cutting, 10 
AMAMAMAM    

Potluck, 6 Potluck, 6 Potluck, 6 Potluck, 6 PMPMPMPM    

Young Religious 
UUs, 6:30 PM 

Skills for Spiritual 
Care, 7 PM 

Choir, 7:15 PM 

1111    
Gentle Yoga, 
NOON  

Financial Peace, 
6:45 PM 

2222    
    

3333    
Art Hanging, 
9 AM 

Spectrum, 5 
PM 



Kontras Quartet Is Performing 
Here on February 25 at 7:00 
Lauded as a “tightly crafted and beautiful instrument”, the 
Kontras String Quartet is rapidly becoming one of the most 
vibrant young string quartets on the scene. Kontras began 
its professional touring career in 2009 and has been 
garnering acclaim ever since. The quartet is all the more 
unique in that its members—violinists Dmitri Pogorelov 
and Francois Henkins, violist Ai Ishida and cellist Jean 
Hatmaker—hail from four different parts of the world. 

The quartet is currently in the second year of its tenure as 
the Hickory Metro Resident Quartet with the Western 
Piedmont Symphony in Hickory, NC. Kontras competed 
with other seasoned string quartets from across the country 
to win the residency, which was established in conjunction 
with Chamber Music America in 1999.  

In addition to offering fresh interpretations of the 
established string quartet canon, the Kontras Quartet is a 
firm advocate of new and unfamiliar compositions from 
each of their native countries—Russia, South Africa, Japan 
and the USA. As such, the quartet presents engaging pre-
concert conversations about the background and context of 
its music to stimulate a deeper understanding of its 
programs. The quartet’s 2011–2012 season includes 
appearances at numerous festivals and universities 
throughout the United States, as well as a special 
collaborative project featuring Haydn’s “The Seven Last 
Words of Christ”. 

With dozens of performances to its name every season, 
Kontras is passionate about reaching people of diverse 
backgrounds through music and cultivating enthusiasm for 
music in people of all ages, and has been awarded grants to 
support their outreach activities in non-traditional venues. 
They have spent much time developing a series of specially 
designed educational arts programs for varied settings such 
as colleges, retirement homes, universities, hospitals and 
elementary schools. The quartet is very active in 
communities around North Carolina, performing more than 
70 community concerts each year as a part of their 
residency. 

Members of the Kontras Quartet are sought after as 
teachers, chamber music mentors, and orchestral coaches. 
They are currently on faculty at Lenoir-Rhyne University 
in Hickory and the NewArt School in Newton, and they 
mentor the young musicians of the Western Piedmont 
Youth Symphony through sectional coachings and 
masterclasses. Kontras has also worked with young 

audiences in Illinois, Michigan, Florida, Indiana and 
Virginia. 

Kontras, which means “contrasts” in violinist Francois 
Henkins’ native Afrikaans language, debuted in Chicago 
after the four musicians met while performing in the Civic 
Orchestra of Chicago. The quartet’s members hold 
graduate degrees in performance from DePaul University, 
Indiana University, the Tokyo National University of Fine 
Arts and Music, and the Chicago College of Performing 
Arts. Their mentors include the Vermeer Quartet; Dr. Cliff 
Colnot, the principal conductor of the Civic Orchestra of 
Chicago and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s 
contemporary MusicNOW series; renowned violinist Ilya 
Kaler; and members of the Emerson String Quartet. 

This concert is 
free to all 
friends and 
members of 
the church. It 
is the kick-off 
event to mark 
the beginning 
of our 
Stewardship 
Campaign and 
to honor 
Marian 
Moffett! 

The Kontras 
Quartet is the 
ideal musical 
way to start 
this campaign. 
Each member 

is from a different country of the world. And together, they 
create beautiful music that moves and inspires! 

Upcoming Event 

He’s Back!!! 
Coming to TVUUC 
for his 2nd appearance!  
7:00 PM March 29! 

Roy Zimmerman 
in Concert! 

$16.00 at the door or 
pay what you can! 
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Faith Developments Faith Developments Faith Developments Faith Developments by Kim Mason, Director of Religious Educationby Kim Mason, Director of Religious Educationby Kim Mason, Director of Religious Educationby Kim Mason, Director of Religious Education 
As I sit here writing this it is the day before Valentine’s 
Day and yesterday was our Standing on the Side of Love 
service. I am thinking about a conversation I had a couple 
years ago with an RE teacher. She thought that the UU 
Principles should include something about love. 

Our principles don’t explicitly mention love, but it is 
something that is understood or interpreted in our princi-
ples? What about our second principle? Is it possible to 
accept someone without some form of love at the core of 
that acceptance? Historically, the theology of Universal-
ism comes from an understanding that God is love and so 
everyone receives universal salvation. Our Unitarian Uni-
versalist identity no longer carries a set theology, but does 
that mean we’ve lost love? 

I don’t think so. I see it in our actions as a congregation—
the ministries we support in the community. I hear it in 
the affirmation we say every Sunday. I feel it in how peo-
ple interact with each other in this place. I know it each 
time someone comes to me and says, “We need to borrow 
the Standing on the Side of Love banner…” We talked 
yesterday about how to act with love and compassion. We 
decided there could be an edge to standing on the side of 
love. We often stand on that very edge. 

What I appreciate about being in faith community is that 
it frequently calls me to act on my higher instincts. I 
strive to respect the inherent worth and dignity of all peo-
ple and I do believe that acceptance comes from a place 
of love. But we often get caught up in our daily lives and 
it is easy to lose sight of that which gives us meaning and 
offers us grace. My faith community reaffirms and re-
news that commitment for me. It calls me to act from that 
place of love rather than just think about it. 

In the recent Building Charette, we each had to choose 
pictures from a large pile that we felt represented 
TVUUC. I chose a heart and when asked to explain my 
choice, I said, “Love is the spirit of this Church…” On 
February 26th we each have an opportunity to give a two 
word testimony about what it is that TVUUC means to us. 
What would you say? 

In Faith,  

Upcoming Events in YRE: 

¨ There will be NO RE ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 
19th due to the President’s Day holiday. The nursery will 

accept children through the age of 4 that day. Activity 
packs will be available in the sanctuary. 

¨ Youth Group Boston Trip Meeting, Sunday, Feb-
ruary 19th at 12:30 PM in Room B. 

¨ New Family Orientation, Sunday, February, 26th, 
12:30 PM in Room C. We'll talk about the philoso-
phy behind the RE program, what it means to enroll 
your child, how your family can participate and how 
family involvement at TVUUC can be a lifelong en-
richment. You'll meet other new families and share 
what brings you to TVUUC. Please RSVP to Kim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast for All 
Ages 

Greg's Group will be pre-
paring a "Breakfast for All 
Ages" on Sunday March 4, 
to benefit the RE program. 
Breakfast will consist of 
pancakes, sausage, fruit 
and juice.—Alan M 

Kim Mason 
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UU Means You!UU Means You!UU Means You!UU Means You!    by Jer r y Bone, Member Ser vices Coordinatorby Jer r y Bone, Member Ser vices Coordinatorby Jer r y Bone, Member Ser vices Coordinatorby Jer r y Bone, Member Ser vices Coordinator�
Eleven Attend New UU Class/Begin 
Journey to Membership 

I was very pleased and somewhat surprised at the turn-out 
for yesterday’s (Sunday, Feb. 12) New UU class. With all 
the coughs and sniffles I’ve heard lately, I feared that win-
ter colds might take a bigger bite out of New UU atten-
dance. Not so. The group was not only there—they came 
ready to participate. The spiritual sharing was rich, and the 
many “rivers” which lead to our UU “sea” were more than 
adequately explored. What’s more, the group seemed ready 
and willing to get involved in the church. 

We’ve got more volunteers for the welcome table, more to 
greet at the front door, more coffee servers, and more ush-
ers. Almost all of the people who attended the New UU 
class agreed to continue their journey to membership by 
volunteering to serve the church as a volunteer for two 
hours a month.  

Coordinators Needed 

We’ve been filling the ranks of our coffee servers, greeters, 
and ushers with new people. What we need now is some-
one who can coordinate these volunteer efforts. It’s about 
as easy a job as volunteering can be. All you have to do is 
keep a list and keep it filled, and I can help you keep it 
filled. We’ve pretty much got the coffee list filled, and the 
greeters, too. We’re working on the usher list. So, if you 
like to work with people, and help get some very good 
work done for your church, please let me know. I’m easy to 
reach. Just call the church at 523-4176 or email.  

Membership Dates to Remember: 

¨ February 15, Wednesday: Journey to Membership class 
(Ministry and Mission), featuring Rev. Chris Buice, 
Senior Minister; Rev. Jenny Arthur, Minister of Pas-
toral Care; and Kim Mason, Director of Youth Reli-
gious Education. This class will focus on the history of 
Unitarian Universalism and the mission of the church. 
Anyone who has completed New UU (UU101) class 
and wishes to continue on the journey to membership 
should attend this class. 

¨ March 14, Wednesday: Journey to Membership class 
(What Makes TVUUC Tick?). This class explores the 
governance and programs of this church and the bene-
fits and obligations of membership. Anyone who has 
completed New UU (UU101) class and wishes to con-
tinue on the journey to membership should attend this 
class. 

Rummage Sale 

The TVUUC Rummage Sale will take place on March 17, 
Saint Patrick’s Day. Marty M is in charge—and she is 
looking for Volunteers! That would be Volunteers for all 
the week, from March 11 through March 17. If you can 
help, please call or email me and I’ll pass your name along 
to Marty. 

St. Patrick's Dinner & Contra Dance 

Join your friends on Saturday, March 10, for a special 
event at the church—a St. Patrick's Dinner & Contra 
Dance! 

We'll be serving an Irish dinner—your choice of Corned 
Beef & Cabbage or Vegetarian Shepherd's Pie—along with 
side dish, dessert and beverage. Free beer served to adults 
21 and older. 
Then join us for a Contra Dance in the sanctu-

ary, with Carl G & friends providing the 
music and Tim K calling the dance. Be-

ginners and old hands, singles and 
couples alike are all welcome to 

join in! 

Tickets for the Dinner & Dance are 
$20 per person. All proceeds go to 
fund the TVUUC Youth Boston 

Heritage Trip. 

If you need child care, we will be hosting a Pajama Party in 
the RE Wing for kids ages 6 and up. Kids will enjoy their 
own dinner, games, music, movies & more for $5/child to 
cover food cost.  

All of this takes place Saturday, March 10, from 6 to 10 PM 
(one week before St. Patrick's Day). 

Tickets are by advance purchase only, and we are offering 
limited seating. We will be selling tickets in the Greg 
McKendry Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning in Febru-
ary, or you can reserve your ticket by emailing. Don't miss 
out on this fun evening—buy your tickets early.  

The church Youth raise money to offset the cost of the tour, 
as well as to provide financial support to families whose 
children could not otherwise participate in the trip, which 
takes place every three years. Thanks for your support!—
Youth Program Council  

�
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Stewardship Kick-Off  

Increase Your Happiness 
A line I’ve heard several times during past stewardship campaigns is “Give ‘til it feels good.” And a recent article in 
USA Today suggests there’s a lot of truth in that expression. Citing a 2008 Science article based on research results, the 
article says that people in a control group assigned to “give money away reported a significant uptick in happiness.” And 
the greatest pleasure came to those who tithed, who gave 10% of their income, to their churches. The reason cited for 
this last conclusion was that these folks were “spending money while nurturing strong social ties.” I recently read an-
other article about the health benefits of generosity, and the USA Today piece makes a similar conclusion: “People who 
have close-knit networks are happier and healthier than others.”  

As we launch this year’s stewardship campaign at the February 25 all-church concert by the Kontras Quartet, the find-
ings linking generosity to happiness and health are worth pondering. Our church does not require a tithe; however, we do 
encourage Fair Share giving and want everyone to strive to fit into one of its several categories, which range from 2% to 
10% of adjusted gross income. (See the Fair Share chart at http://www.tvuuc.org/uploads/fairshareguide.pdf .)  

The budget this year needs to increase about 7% over last year’s in order to give our splendid staff a 3% salary increase 
and to fully fund Jenny Arthur’s salary. We want to compensate the people who keep the daily operations of the church 
running smoothly and to pay our other bills such as maintenance and utilities. Maybe we can expect to feel happier and 
healthier as we do so. 

We have 20 Team Leaders with about 60 Visiting Stewards who will be 
asking you to sign your pledge cards. As you consider your gift to the 
church, think about the good your financial support generates throughout 
the community as well as the spiritual and intellectual benefits we receive 
from being a part of this dynamic group. If for some reason you do not get a 
call, please let the church office know, and we will correct that mistake. 
After all, you do not want to miss out on the mood and health enhancers of 
a generous spirit, something TVUUC members and friends have demon-
strated for 60-plus years of existence.—Ginna M, Stewardship Committee 
Chair 

And the Winner Is . . .  
Thank you for your thoughtful, creative entries to the slogan and artwork 
contest for this year’s stewardship campaign. After a fair amount of ponder-
ing, the committee chose Jamie H entry (left). For her efforts, Jamie re-
ceives chocolate-covered strawberries, tickets to Regal Cinemas, and our 
gratitude for a bright and caring focus for the church campaign. As Jamie 
shows, TVUUC is a patchwork of many working together for a common 

cause. 

 

TVUUC 
Youth and 
Advisors up 
on the roof! 
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Come Together Opportunities 
Adopt-A-Spot  

The Adopt-A-Spot program is an opportunity for individuals, families, and groups 
to help keep the TVUUC grounds beautiful. Some areas require very little time to 
maintain. Other areas require only occasional maintenance. Work can be done at 
your convenience. 

A map of the parking lot islands and campus zones is posted on the bulletin board 
in the hallway. There is also a list of the 51 areas available for adoption, along with 
a brief description of the work needed to maintain each space. You don't have to be 
a gardener to participate! 

Please check out the display, sign up or contact Barbara T for more information. 
She will be happy to meet with you or your group to explain how the Adopt-A-Spot 
program works. 

Many hands will make light work for all.—Grounds Committee 

Fellowship Meal to Benefit Haiti 
Our February 15 6 PM fellowship meal will be a Haitian-style meal prepared by Kymberle K, a Knoxville woman who 
has been to Haiti four times since the devastating January 2010 earthquake. The cost will be $5 per person, with pro-
ceeds (and donations) going to the non-profit organization Haiti Pedagogy Institute, which she has established to build a 
secondary school there. 

After the meal, Kymberle will present a slide-show of her weeks spent in Haiti, giving us insights into the daily life of 
children in the orphanages where she has volunteered. Kymberle's menu will be Haitian-style chicken and rice, three 
Caribbean-style side dishes, Haitian cinnamon cake, with a 
vegetarian main course option as well.—Bob G 

 

Stewardship Dollars at Work 
Your stewardship dollars at work: 117 lbs 
of goldfish crackers and 56 gallons of apple 
juice each year for RE snacks. 

 

Lennan M  
enjoying 

goldfish and 
apple juice. 

�
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More Bang for Your Buck! 
Whatever the Hassle, It Is Worth It! 

I am proud to say 
that I am an active 
Gift Card user. It 
took me awhile to 
get there because 
getting them and 
using them was 
not part of my per-
sonal routine. I 

had to approach it in a very deliberate manner to make it 
part of my routine and am now disappointed in myself if I 
do not use them wherever possible.  

However, I have tripped myself up on occasion. I had two 
back-to-back incidents where I provided my card only to 
be told there was no value remaining. I was truly surprised 
because my “routine” had been to give depleted cards to 
the clerk for disposal and not put them back in my card 
case. I was certain that some mysterious force had re-
moved the funds from the cards. So, I mentioned this to 
Marion, and she said “No problem. I will just call the card 
company and find out what has been spent.” So she did 
and guess what? I had spent it all! She was able to tell me 
the individual dates and amounts that totaled up to the full 
value of the card.  

But even before I had approached Marion with my little 
problem , she and the Gift Card Team members knew that 
some of us would need help in this area, so they came up 
with an aid that I now using; a small envelop for each card 
that provides spaces for identifying the card and for track-
ing the balance. Now, after I use a card, I record the bal-
ance on this envelop and always know what I have remain-
ing. But if I do mess up again (and I will), I can call the 
card company myself or ask Marion to do it for me and 
determine the true usage of that card. And if I have ANY 
OTHER issues with my cards or the use of them, I know 
that the Gift Card Team can help me get them resolved.  

The bottom line is that these gift cards provide a lot of 
revenue to our church. For most of us, using them requires 
us to change our routine and to make a deliberate effort to 
use them. Can it be a hassle? Sure. Is it worth it? ABSO-
LUTELY!! —Bill Cherry 

Security Sextons 
The Security Committee has prepared a series of articles 
that we hope will inform the congregation about safety 
issues and policies.  Please contact any of the Security 
Committee members with a safety concern you may have: 

Heather D, Natalie L, Grier N, Alan M, and Jayne R. 

The first article is about the role of Security Sextons. 

¨ What is a security sexton?  

On Sunday mornings and Monday through Thursday eve-
nings, you may notice a person in the lobby wearing a 
badge that says Security Sexton. 

Security Sextons are unarmed church employees who per-
form important duties: they monitor activity of persons 
entering our building, the church parking lot and our 
grounds, are a welcoming presence to everyone who enters 
our church, and they answer questions and addresses is-
sues regarding church facilities 

¨ Security Sextons implement the Backpack Policy 

Security Sextons are charged to implement the Board-
approved backpack/large items policy. 

The policy states that large items such as instrument cases 
and backpacks should not be allowed into the sanctuary or 
other sections of the church unless they are part of a musi-
cal performance or the worship service. Items required for 
health maintenance or child care are excepted. The Secu-
rity Sexton may ask to see the inside of your backpack or 
large item. If this occurs, please remember this is a church 
policy. 

¨ Have a Concern? Approach the Security Sexton 

If you have a safety concern while at church, we encour-
age you to 
approach 
the Secu-
rity Sexton.
—Jayne R  



Documenting Your Joy Zone 
For a few months now, a small group has been learning 
about the care of loved ones who develop some form of 
dementia, which over half of us will do in our lifetimes. 
The purpose of the group is to “normalize” the experience 
of memory loss and figure out ways to keep our loved 
ones (and eventually ourselves, perhaps) involved in our 
beloved communities. When cognitive functions decline, 
the emotional self, the relational self, is usually still intact, 
and our quality of life can remain high when our friends 
and family understand this. 

One recommendation in the books we are reading is to 
document your “Joy Zone.” This simply means making a 
list of all the things you love to experience—activities that 
are not based on cognitive abilities. So while playing 
Scrabble and working crossword puzzles may not be on 
the list, listening to a symphony or working in clay or 
smelling lilacs or wading in a creek might be—all that 
“right brain” stuff. One person in our group said she would 
like to 
watch 
kittens 
and pup-
pies 
playing. 
Me too. 
And I 
like Vic-
torian 
“moss roses” and warm foot baths and watching sloths on 
YouTube. Whatever it is, imagine all the things you can 
still enjoy if one day you develop memory loss. 

But you’ve got to let someone know what you like. In the 
past we have encouraged people to do end-of-life plan-
ning. We keep files on what people want for their memo-
rial services. And yet, when I heard about this list—your 
Joy Zone—it seemed the most important one of all. Spend 
an hour, make your list, and share it with your family. If 
you’d like, give the church a copy too. 

The Death of Whitney Houston 
by Duncan E. Teague 
I am reading Eckhart Tolle and remembering the words of 
the Christian mystic, Howard Thurman. Thurman also 
talked about how one could find within the depths of our 
being the central essence of all humanity. I still may write 
about this idea of a universal commonality. Before I could 
get the first sentence on the page, I was told that Whitney 

Houston, the former powerful popular vocalist had died.  

This death of a not-old-at-all star and "once upon a time" 
phenomenal singer might not have been a distraction for 
some, but it is for me. Many important events in my life 
have her healthier, younger amazing voice in the back-
ground. I was brand new to Atlanta and just out of college 
when her debut album was being played everywhere, "You 
Give Good Love." Many of Ms. Houston's personal real-
life dramas coincided with realizations about my being a 
performing artist and having to cope with my own and 
other's personal challenges that could and did compromise 
dreams and commitments I wanted to artistically fulfill. 

This loss of Ms. Houston—at not even my age—leaves me 
stunned, angry, and questioning. She was a public persona 
who was compromised by the disease of addiction. I am 
powerless to have done anything that would have made 
this sad, tragic event happen in another way. In the same 
way, I have to accept the reality of the addictions of fam-
ily, friends, and fellow Unitarian Universalists. 

There must be a respect for the dignity that Tolle and 
Thurman suggest we all share at the very core of our be-
ing. This is this difficult concept we hold true. I also be-
lieve that I have to ask and seek the courage to change 
what I can, accept this death and other things I cannot 
change, and the wisdom to know the difference. 

Denominational Affairs 
We need your help to discuss and explore how Immigra-
tion impacts our community, the world and our morality as 
Unitarian Universalists. "Together, We are Standing on the 
Side of Love." For more information on the Study Action 
Issue go to  
www.uua.org/immigration/re/moral/guide/index.shtml.  

Please contact Erven W, If you would like to comment on 
the Study Action Issue or join the Denominational Affairs 
Committee. 
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To Help One Another  by Rev. Jenny Arthur 



�

Chris’s Comments: A Message from the Minister 

Quiet Strength and Loud Love 
When Duncan Teague led a worship service on theme 
“Poetry is Dangerous,” he invited us to remember someone 
who is no longer living and write words. I thought of 
Wade T and wrote, “Loud Love.” Wade was a church 
leader with a heart of gold who punctuating many of his 
sentences with a string of profanity. He was active in poli-
tics and outspoken on all subjects. Bob R, Jr. tells the story 
of running into a Sporting Goods Store manager who knew 
Wade T. When Bob was asked, “How do you know 
Wade?” he replied, “He taught me Sunday school for 
years.” The manager stared in complete disbelief and said, 
“Your church let Wade T teach Sunday school?” 

Yes, our church let Wade T teach Sunday school. Of 
course, not all our church leaders are so controversial. This 

week we said goodbye to Bob 
R, Sr. who makes me think of 
the words, “Quiet Strength.” 
We laid his ashes in the Memo-
rial Garden in the land that he 
so carefully tended as a church 
volunteer. He was a charter 
member of the church, and I 
feel his quiet strength in the 
bricks and mortar of our build-
ing, the bonds of our commu-
nity, and in the beauty of our 
landscape. 

Bob R Jr. shared with me a 
story about his father that I 

shared on Sunday in our “Standing on the Side of Love” 
service, but I also wanted to share it with those who could 
not be with us on that morning. Once when the church was 
hosting Liberal Religious Youth Conference, they wanted 
to have a skating party. The only problem was that this 
was an interracial conference, and Knoxville was still a 
segregated city. Bob Sr. took his son, then a teenager, 
down to the local roller skating rink to see what he could 
do. Bob was a true gentleman and spoke to the manager in 
the most polite way about the situation. The manager ini-
tially seemed quite reluctant but finally said, “Since this is 
a private party, I guess it will be okay.” Bob and the man-
ager signed the necessary papers, and as Bob Sr. was leav-
ing, he turned to the manager and said, “Now that you 
have done this for us, we think you should do it for every-
one.” The manager was silent for a moment and then said, 
“You know, it may be about time.” Shortly thereafter, the 
roller-skating rink welcomed everyone. 

The world needs both loud love and 
quiet strength. This church, at its best, is 
a place where we can be ourselves and 
act with integrity in ways that are conso-
nant with our character and temperament. There is a rab-
binic teaching that suggests that when we die God will not 
ask, “Why weren’t you more like Moses?” or “Why were-
n’t you more like the prophets?” instead God will ask, 
“Why weren’t you more like you?” Each of us is unique 
and has something special to offer. May the loud love of 
Wade T and the quiet strength of Bob R help us to be true 
to ourselves and offer what we have to offer, that which no 
one else can do better�—Chris Buice  

Results of Design Charette #2 
Saturday Feb 4, about 25 of us gathered at TVUUC to re-
fine the results of the first charette, and create some 
graphic representations of what the prioritized building 
enhancement options might look like. Our two experienced 
facilitators led us through this process, and at the end, the 5 
groups displayed their drawings and explained the details. 
I think that everyone who attended felt that the charette 
was worthwhile and advanced the process of improving 
our building down the road. 

As a next step, the Expansion Task Force is asking 5 of the 
church's architect-members to prepare their own schematic 
plan of what the floor plan of the church would look like if 
they were designing the church and incorporating design 
features which would take care of the space needs that we 
have identified. The Task Force will then take the results 
of this next step, present them to the Congregation in a 
couple of forum-like events, and then make a final recom-
mendation to the Board. 

The full report of 
this second cha-
rette (prepared by 
super-scribe Ruth 
H) will be placed 
on the TVUUC 
website in the next 
few days, probably 
by Monday, Feb. 
13.—Alan M, 
Grier N, Don H, 
Gene B, Lisa T 
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Peggy and Bob R 
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2931 Kingston Pike 
Knoxville, TN 37919 
(865) 523-4176 

FAX: (865) 523-4177 
http://www.tvuuc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

TENNESSEE VALLEY UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

Winter Circle of Friendship Dinners 

Church Staff 
 
The Reverend Chris Buice, Senior Minister 
The Reverend Jenny Arthur, Minister of Pastoral 
Care 
Kim Mason, Director of Youth Religious 
Education 
Vicki Masters, Director of Music 
Bill Cherry, Interim Director of Administration 
Nina Lee Braden, Administrative Assistant 
Duncan Teague, Ministerial Intern 
Jerry Bone, Member Services Coordinator 
Lisa Thomas, RE Program Assistant 
Miki Cates, Youth Program Coordinator 
Angelina Carpenter, Student Intern 

Are you dreading a major letdown after the holiday excite-
ment? Do the dark, dreary winter days and nights make you 
yearn for some scintillating camaraderie? Would you enjoy 
expanding your friendships in the TVUUC community by 
breaking bread over a warm meal? The Circle of Friendship 
Dinners are a casual and fun way for you to add some piz-
zazz to your wintry afternoons or evenings.  

Here is how the dinners work: The organ-
izers will assign those who sign up to 
groups, based on shared preferences 
(inclusion of children, special dietary pref-
erences, etc.). Each group will meet once 
a month for four months at a different par-
ticipant’s home or agreed-upon dining 
place—according to members’ schedules. 
The host(s) of a dinner will determine the 
menu. One member will be asked to serve 
as coordinator for the group.  

To find out who is interested in joining 

this activity, an electronic form has been set up at 
www.tvuuc.org. Click on the Circle of Friendship Dinners 
link. If you would like to join us please sign up by February 
17, 2012 

Have as much fun as Wanda W, Chloie A, 
and Eunice T! 
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Betty S, Janice C, Liz H 


